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Character culture and local branding in Miyazaki and Japan

wEAR
(v 2 #HH)

In the present day, kyara ‘characters’ derived from manga or created
for other purposes are ubiquitous in the Japanese linguistic landscape.
These are humanlike objects who can resemble actual humans, animals,
vegetables, inanimates, and even fantastic objects.

Why are kyara so popular? What are the sources of their power? How are
they effective in creating local brands in Miyazaki?

To understand the popularity of kyara we will look back to some of the
earliest writings in Japan, in which anthropomorphized images appear in
religious texts. We can see how they are used throughout Japan’s history
into the present day. Let’s also look at kyara from the perspective of
cognitive psychology to understand how humans respond to them. In
doing so, perhaps we can see why kyara-- including Miyazaki’s kyara --
are so popular and so successful in guiding human behavior towards

maintaining the ends of civil society, including capitalist consumption.
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